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By: Kelly Malambri / Staff Writer

Many professors regard their last lectures as last testaments— a
way to transmit their last, most important bits of wisdom. However,
Computer Science Professor Randy Pausch delivered his last
lecture in a way no other professor ever has.

His nonfiction narrative “The Last Lecture,” is a book full of
advice about school, careers, family, having fun and life in
general.

The book, co-written by journalist Jeffery Zaslow, is an
elaboration of Pausch’s last lecture, which he gave in front of an
audience of 400 students and colleagues at Carnegie Mellon
University on September 18, 2007.

The book dives further into life lessons that Pausch drew upon from his lecture, “Really Achieving Your
Childhood Dreams,” which he delivered at the age of 46 shortly after learning he had pancreatic cancer.

Pausch started off his speech by dropping to the floor and did push-ups to prove his disease had not made
him the weak man everyone expected to see.

“Sorry to disappoint you,” Pausch said to those who were expecting frailty. Pausch chose to be strong
through his struggles and he suggests we all do the same. This introductory anecdote captures the reader’s
attention from the very beginning and the book just goes up from there.

The professor and creator of the widely used virtual reality teaching program, ALICE, is a self-admitted lover
of clichés.

He writes: “As I see it, the reason clichés are repeated so often is because they’re so often right on the
money.” Throughout his book, the professor refers to such clichés as “the truth will set you free” and “don’t
complain, just work harder.”

Although such advice may be nothing new, Pausch delivered it through tales of personal experience that all
readers can relate to—  like being denied acceptance into the college of one’s dreams.

Pausch felt that we should “not tell people how to live their lives. Just tell them stories and they will figure out
how those stories apply to them.”

By keeping this mindset and saying things like, “we’re not going to talk about spirituality and religion although
I will tell you that I have experienced a deathbed conversion,” Pausch’s words inspire, mostly due to their
light and undemanding qualities in the midst of his ailing health.

According to National Public Radio, after Pausch lost his battle to cancer in 2008, Zaslow said, “I knew he
was going to move the world.” Pausch has done just that. Named ABC News’ “Person of the Week,” Pausch
has accumulated over three million views on the video of his lecture while his book has become a
phenomenon and one of the most influential of the last decade, attracting the interest of talk show mogul,
Oprah.

The professor’s profound words, “I’m dying and I’m having fun” and “I’m going to keep having fun every day,
because there’s no other way to play it,” have kept the attention of viewers and readers for threesome years,
and will continue to inspire for years to come.

Cover to Cover is a biweekly book review column. Look for it every other Wednesday this summer.

http://fiusm.com/2011/07/27/?the-last-lecture?-an-appropriate-testament-for-valued-professor/
http://fiusm.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/LectureWeb.jpg


 Bookmark on Delicious

 Digg this post

 Recommend on Facebook

 share via Reddit

 Share with Stumblers

 Tumblr it

 Tweet about it

 Subscribe to the comments on this post

 Bookmark in Browser

 Tell a friend

http://delicious.com/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffiusm.com%2F2011%2F07%2F27%2F%25e2%2580%259cthe-last-lecture%25e2%2580%259d-an-appropriate-testament-for-valued-professor%2F&title=Book+Review%3A+%E2%80%9CThe+Last+Lecture%E2%80%9D+an+appropriate+testament+for+valued+professor
http://digg.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffiusm.com%2F2011%2F07%2F27%2F%25e2%2580%259cthe-last-lecture%25e2%2580%259d-an-appropriate-testament-for-valued-professor%2F&title=Book+Review%3A+%E2%80%9CThe+Last+Lecture%E2%80%9D+an+appropriate+testament+for+valued+professor&bodytext=By%3A+Kelly+Malambri+%2F+Staff+Writer%0D%0A%0D%0AMany+professors+regard+their+last+lectures+as+last+testaments%E2%80%94+a+way+to+transmit+their+last%2C+most+important+bits+of+wisdom.+However%2C+Computer+Science+Professor+Randy+Pausch+delivered+his+last+lecture+in+a+way+no+other+professor+ever+has.%0D%0A%0D%0AHis+nonfiction+narrative+%E2%80%9CThe+Last+Lec
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Ffiusm.com%2F2011%2F07%2F27%2F%25e2%2580%259cthe-last-lecture%25e2%2580%259d-an-appropriate-testament-for-valued-professor%2F&t=Book+Review%3A+%E2%80%9CThe+Last+Lecture%E2%80%9D+an+appropriate+testament+for+valued+professor
http://www.reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffiusm.com%2F2011%2F07%2F27%2F%25e2%2580%259cthe-last-lecture%25e2%2580%259d-an-appropriate-testament-for-valued-professor%2F&title=Book+Review%3A+%E2%80%9CThe+Last+Lecture%E2%80%9D+an+appropriate+testament+for+valued+professor
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffiusm.com%2F2011%2F07%2F27%2F%25e2%2580%259cthe-last-lecture%25e2%2580%259d-an-appropriate-testament-for-valued-professor%2F&title=Book+Review%3A+%E2%80%9CThe+Last+Lecture%E2%80%9D+an+appropriate+testament+for+valued+professor
http://www.tumblr.com/share?v=3&u=http%3A%2F%2Ffiusm.com%2F2011%2F07%2F27%2F%25e2%2580%259cthe-last-lecture%25e2%2580%259d-an-appropriate-testament-for-valued-professor%2F&t=Book+Review%3A+%E2%80%9CThe+Last+Lecture%E2%80%9D+an+appropriate+testament+for+valued+professor
http://twitter.com/home/?status=Book+Review%3A+%E2%80%9CThe+Last+Lecture%E2%80%9D+an+appropriate+testament+for+valued+professor+-+http%3A%2F%2Ffiusm.com%2F2011%2F07%2F27%2F%25e2%2580%259cthe-last-lecture%25e2%2580%259d-an-appropriate-testament-for-valued-professor%2F
http://fiusm.com/2011/07/27/%e2%80%9cthe-last-lecture%e2%80%9d-an-appropriate-testament-for-valued-professor/feed
javascript:window.bookMark('http%3A%2F%2Ffiusm.com%2F2011%2F07%2F27%2F%25e2%2580%259cthe-last-lecture%25e2%2580%259d-an-appropriate-testament-for-valued-professor%2F', 'Book+Review%3A+%E2%80%9CThe+Last+Lecture%E2%80%9D+an+appropriate+testament+for+valued+professor', BrowserDetect.browser);
mailto:?subject=FIUSM.com : Book Review: ?The Last Lecture? an appropriate testament for valued professor&body=here is a link to a site I really like.   http://fiusm.com/2011/07/27/%e2%80%9cthe-last-lecture%e2%80%9d-an-appropriate-testament-for-valued-professor/

	“The Last Lecture” an appropriate testament for valued professor

