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By: Kelly Malambri / Staff Writer

Unless one chooses to study it as part of their major, students are rarely exposed to the facts about energy
usage and its conservation. With the United States ranked number 1 as a global warming producer
according to the Environmental Defense Fund, this needs to be changed immediately. As carbon dioxide
produced from the burning of coal threatens to further warm our atmosphere, every student should be more
thoroughly educated on this important topic. Universities everywhere should make some form of education
about such topics mandatory.

It is a shame that the negative effects of the use of coal and other harmful forms of energy are largely
ignored in general higher education altogether. According to the United States Environmental Protection
Agency, in reference to the usage of nonrenewable resources such as coal, “Possible impacts include a
threat to human health, environmental impacts such as rising sea levels that can damage coastal areas, and
major changes in vegetation growth patterns that could cause some plant and animal species to become
extinct.” Although there is education available at the University for those with applicable majors, there needs
to be more general information available for all students, not just those that are studying the environmental
sciences, in order to prevent such events from occurring.

The University offers over 50 classes in Environmental Sciences (EVR) that, for the most part, all address
issues of energy in one way or another. However, for students outside of the EVR, Earth and few other
Science majors, these are not mandatory. Students could easily choose to take a much less beneficial class
to complete their science requirements, like one on “Quarks and Blacks Holes,” over a course titled
“Environmental Resources and Pollution,” which would serve a realistic purpose: the protection of the
environment. The University must find some way to reach out to students outside of the EVR program and
thoroughly educate them on such an important topic that many seem to be evading. It is the responsibility of
educators to bring such a pressing issue to light to all students.

According to Julio Brower, a senior Journalism major, information on the topic has been nonexistent.
Unfortunately, students outside of the Earth and Environmental Sciences program normally do not get
exposed to any information regarding the uses or conservation of energy. “I have never really had any solid
in-depth discussions like energy resources in any of my classes,” he said. This lack of information on such
an important subject is completely unacceptable.

Meanwhile, in the undergraduate Earth and Environment catalog is mentioned: “The mission of FIU
Department of Earth and Environment is to be at the forefront of research and education on the dynamic
interaction of Earth’s systems, the environment, and related societal issues.“ By only reaching 280 EVR
undergraduate and graduate students, and few others outside of the program out of roughly 30,000
University students with thorough information on such topics, this goal does not seem realistic.

Information about natural energy sources and the conservation of them should be mandated and
implemented more thoroughly into environmental science classes, as well as made available to those
students whose study is not in such a science. The University should expand its coverage of the subject, if
not for the mere fact that it places so much emphasis on globalization alone. The negative consequences of
the overbearing uses of energy affect the globe more universally than any other.  For example, the
Environmental Defense Fund predicts 15 to 37 percent of global plant and animal species could become
extinct by 2050 if we continue down the path of energy usage we are on. The human race should not expect
the energy crisis to better at all if we are not willing to educate ourselves and our future: our students.
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